Student Voting Guide:

Should I register to vote in New York or in my home state?

Question: I'm a student, and my address in Ithaca is only temporary. Do | vote here, or at my permanent
address?

Answer: This is a personal choice. You might choose based on which electoral contests are most important
to you, where you think your vote will have the most impact (see: Cook Political Report: House; Senate) , the
place you most strongly identify with, or other factors. However, you may only vote in ONE place.

Voting Checklists

Print out your checklist!
Remember: You can only vote in one place.

e Voting in your home state (absentee ballot)
e Voting in New York

Voting in your home state by absentee ballot

1. Register to vote, if you haven't already! See: National Association of Secretaries of State, Can | vote?
2. Next, request an absentee ballot. See: National Association of Secretaries of State, Absentee & Early

Voting
3. Mail your absentee ballot on time! Hand deliver to the nearest Post Office and witness the postmark.

Important! Make sure you follow your state’s deadlines for requesting and returning your absentee
ballot. See your state’s absentee voting deadlines -- -- and note the dates for when your ballot must be
postmarked or received. It’s an important distinction.



http://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/house-race-ratings
https://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/senate-race-ratings
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_tMPLqkNbczCZkmPOOTCT5KTq4l_UQBEr6lG9oxmgYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WDP872kzi-O_ElK0H5DolhngkJ9lcW_dOo6S2mYWdzg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.nass.org/can-I-vote
https://www.nass.org/can-i-vote/absentee-early-voting
https://www.nass.org/can-i-vote/absentee-early-voting
https://www.usvotefoundation.org/vote/state-elections/state-election-dates-deadlines.htm

Voting in New York

1. Fillin the online registration form: Register to vote in New York. In order to vote in New York state
elections, you must be registered to vote in New York.

2. Once you are registered, you will receive a postcard with your polling place.

3. You can also check Vote411.org to verify your polling place. Simply type in your address and you will
see your Congressional district, your NY State Assembly and Senate districts, and your polling place.

More Resources for Voting in New York

Vote 411.org -- New York State
New York Voter Registration Search
Verifies your registration, along with polling location and legislative districts.
e New York -- Campus Vote Project
Focusing on the college campus population, but useful for everyone.
e New York State Voter tool
Once you are registered, use this easy tool to see your Congressional District, NYS Assembly and
NYS Senate districts, polling place, and ward (Ithaca).

PO Locator | USPS

Post Office Box Locator

Background information
Overview

The following pages provide background information on the Electoral College, Election Laws in the states,
Redistricting efforts, Campaign Contributions, Political Polls and more.


https://www.elections.ny.gov/VotingRegister.html#VoteRegForm
https://www.vote411.org/
http://www.vote411.org/state_guide?state_id=New%20York
https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/
https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/stateguides/New-York
https://www.campusvoteproject.org/stateguides/New-York
https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/
https://voterlookup.elections.ny.gov/
https://tools.usps.com/find-location.htm?locationType=collectionbox&address=10020&searchRadius=1&fdbid=1001900018&latitude=40.76109&longitude=-73.9796

The Electoral College

How it works

"During the general election your vote helps determine your State’s electors. When you vote for a
Presidential candidate, you aren’t actually voting for President. You are telling your State which candidate
you want your State to vote for at the meeting of electors. The States use these general election results (also
known as the popular vote) to appoint their electors. The winning candidate’s State political party selects the
individuals who will be electors." [Federal Register, National Archives]

"Every State is allocated a number of votes equal to the number of Senators and Representatives in its U.S.
Congressional delegation—two votes for its Senators in the U.S. Senate plus a number of votes equal to the
number of its Congressional districts." [Distribution of Electoral votes, National Archives]

In some states, the majority of voters will almost always vote Republican. In other states, the majority of
voters will almost always vote Democrat. There are a handful of states where the outcome is less certain.
Because these electoral votes could be won by either party, the so-called "swing states" or "battleground
states" have an outsize role in electing the president. "Swing states" can change over time, but in recent
contests, these are Michigan, Georgia, Arizona, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Nevada.
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https://www.archives.gov/electoral-college/electors#why-vote
https://www.archives.gov/electoral-college/allocation

State Voting Laws
State Laws regulating elections

Please note: The information below is for those curious about how elections work across across the states.
The voting resources linked on the home page are all you need to vote in this year's election.

Brennan Center: Voting and Elections

National Conference of State Leqislatures: Elections and Campaigns

Includes information on voter registration, provisional ballots, absentee and early voting, voter
identification, security ... and other key election legislation.

Redistricting

Information on Redistricting

e All About Redistricting
Hosted by the Loyala Law School, "The site reviews the substantive considerations that go into
redistricting, the various entities and institutions involved in the process, and the rules, progress, and
litigation in each state.

e Dave's Redistricting

Follow the Money

Who is donating to a campaign?

e Federal Election Commission
Search candidate and committee receipt data by contributor, amount and date.
Individual contributions; Search individual contributions to see who is donating to candidates and
committees; Search for contributors by name, location, employer and occupation; Lobbyist bundled
contributions

e OpenSecrets.org : Responsive Politics
Who are the major donors? Who are they donating too? OpenSecrets.org is a comprehensive
resource for federal campaign contributions, lobbying data and analysis.



https://guides.library.cornell.edu/vote/home
https://www.brennancenter.org/topics/voting-elections
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns
https://www.ncsl.org/elections-and-campaigns
https://redistricting.lls.edu/
https://redistricting.lls.edu/
https://davesredistricting.org/maps#home
https://www.fec.gov/data/browse-data/
https://www.fec.gov/data/browse-data/
https://www.opensecrets.org/
https://www.opensecrets.org/

Evaluating Political Polls
Are election polls accurate?

Election polls are different than regular public opinion polls because they are attempting to forecast what
people will do, not just what they think. The Pew Research Center offers some helpful tips to understand
polling in general and election polling in particular:

e |s accurate polling getting harder to do?
From the Pew Research Center

Beyond voting
Staying engaged

The following pages offer resources for staying engaged with the issues that matter to you after casting your
vote.



https://www.pewresearch.org/course/public-opinion-polling-basics/#is-accurate-polling-becoming-harder-to-do
https://www.pewresearch.org/course/public-opinion-polling-basics/#is-accurate-polling-becoming-harder-to-do

Track federal legislation

Upcoming Federal Legislation

o Get Alerts from GovTrack.us
Request alerts by bill, subject area, or committee.
GovTrack.us -- Bills and Resolutions
House of Representatives, Bills to be Considered
Senate: Active Legislation

Votes cast by Rep. Josh Riley Representative for New York’s
19th District

e S.4465: A bill to amend the FISA Amendments Act of 2008 to extend the authorities of title VII of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978, and for other purposes.

e This link opens in a new window

e Apr 30, 2026

e Vote: Passed 261/111 Rep. Riley [D-NY19]: Yea

e H.R. 7567: Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026
This link opens in a new window

Apr 30, 2026

Vote: Passed 224/200 Rep. Riley [D-NY19]: Yea

On Motion to Recommit: H.R. 7567: Farm, Food, and National Security Act of 2026
This link opens in a new window

Apr 30, 2026

Vote: Failed 211/214 Rep. Riley [D-NY19]: Yea

H.Amdt. 207 (Spartz) to H.R. 7567: To remove costly, overreaching emissions mandates on farm
equipment that drives up expenses for farmers and consumers.

e This link opens in a new window
e Apr 30, 2026
e Vote: Agreed to 215/213 Rep. Riley [D-NY19]: Aye

e H.Amdt. 206 (Self) to H.R. 7567: To add "soda" to the definition of ineligible items and defines soda
as a carbonated beverage containing more than 1 gram of added sugar, artificial sweetener, or
flavoring per serving.

e This link opens in a new window
e Apr 30, 2026
e Vote: Failed 186/238 Rep. Riley [D-NY19]: No

Get more information and insight on Josh Riley’s voting record on GovTrack.us


https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/#get-alerts
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/#get-alerts
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/
https://docs.house.gov/floor/
http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/b_three_sections_with_teasers/active_leg_page.htm
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h155?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h155?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h155?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h155?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h154?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h154?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h153?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h153?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h152?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h152?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h152?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h152?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h151?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h151?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h151?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/119-2026/h151?utm_campaign=govtrack_feed&utm_source=govtrack/feed&utm_medium=rss
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/josh_riley/457012

New York State Legislature

New York State Assembly web page

Schedule of Public Hearings

New York State Senate web page

Statewide Senate Events Calendar

Events, Committee Meetings, Public Hearings and Sessions

Contacting your representatives

Don't be afraid to call, write or email!

Track federal legislation and make your voice heard. It can be as simple as "I'm writing/calling to urge you to
vote nolyes, for/against, (bill number or popular name)." Your concern will be registered and counted.

Contact your Representatives (House) and Senators

e Find your Representatives contact information
e Find your Senators contact information

New York

e Senator Kirsten E. Gillibrand (D)
478 Russell Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
Tel: (202) 224-4451
Sen. Gillibrand email
Local Office:
James M. Hanley Federal Building
100 South Clinton Street Room 1470
PO Box 7378
Syracuse, NY 13261
Tel: (315) 448-0470
Fax: (315) 448-0476
e Senator Charles E. ("Chuck") Schumer (D)
322 Hart Senate Office Building Washington DC 20510
tel: (202) 224-6542
Senator Schumer email
Local Office:



http://assembly.state.ny.us/
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/vote/tracking_legislation
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://www.senate.gov/senators/senators-contact.htm?Class=1
https://www.congress.gov/member/kirsten-gillibrand/G000555
https://www.congress.gov/member/kirsten-gillibrand/G000555
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.gillibrand.senate.gov/contact/email-me
https://www.congress.gov/member/charles-schumer/S000148
https://www.congress.gov/member/charles-schumer/S000148
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/contact/email-chuck

15 Henry Street, Room. 100 A-F
Binghamton, NY 13901

Tel: (607) 772-6792

Fax: (607)772-8124

Congressional District 19

Rep. Josh Riley
Representative for New York’s 19th District
See also: Votes cast by Rep. Josh Riley Representative for New York’s 19th District

Other Congressional Districts in New York

Find your representative

Track NY State Government

Find your New York State Legislators

Who is my NY State Assembly Member?
Find Your (NYS) Senator

New York State Legislature

New York State Assembly web page

Schedule of Public Hearings

New York State Senate web page

Statewide Senate Events Calendar

Events, Committee Meetings, Public Hearings and Sessions

Become a Poll Worker

https://www.eac.gov/voters/become-poll-worker

Find a mail box
PO Locator | USPS

Post Office Box Locator



https://clerk.house.gov/members/R000622
https://guides.library.cornell.edu/vote/tracking_legislation#s-lg-box-wrapper-39750859
https://www.house.gov/representatives/find-your-representative
https://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/search/
https://www.nysenate.gov/registration/nojs/form/start/find-my-senator
http://assembly.state.ny.us/
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=hear
https://www.nysenate.gov/
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://www.eac.gov/voters/become-poll-worker
https://tools.usps.com/find-location.htm?locationType=collectionbox&address=10020&searchRadius=1&fdbid=1001900018&latitude=40.76109&longitude=-73.9796
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