Tips on Sign Making

The most important thing that a protest sign needs to be is eye-catching. In order for your sign
to stand out, there are a number of important factors to consider when constructing the sign to
make it more visible and attractive to the eye. These include deliberately selecting your colors,
materials, and content, as well as making sure that the sign can be read easily from a distance.

« Readability—The number of words should be kept to a minimum in order to keep your
statement concise and allow for plenty of room for large letters. The font of the text (whether
printed or done by hand) needs to be both bold and large, and presented in such a way that
your sign can be read from a distance. See more on font sizes on the back.

« Color—Posters have the most impact with a limited color palette. Your main text should always
be well-contrasted against its background, even if that background is full of color. Certain colors
specifically pair well together when trying to get someone’s attention. For instance, many movie
posters will combine orange and blue: this is because they are considered “complementary” or
“opposite” colors, and make each other stand out. Another way to effectively pick colors is to
mimic the schemes of road signs and other learned attention-grabbing indicators: emphasizing
white-on-red, black-on-yellow, and black-on-orange are all likely to catch the eyes of passers-by.
If you decide to use colors other than black, make sure the colors are not too light. Colors such as
pink or yellow will be very difficult to read.

Materials

« Foam Core Sheets—The recommended method of construction and most minimal. It's a little
more rigid, but still light enough to carry for an extended period, and you don't really even need
a post. If you would like a post, you can attach it to a cardboard tube with zip ties.

« Cardboard—from old boxes, which is free and easy to carry. You can paint the whole sheet first
with a contrasting color to what you will use in your message.

« Poster board—in any color you want (fluorescent is great); a piece of cardboard sandwiched
by two pieces of posterboard, on which you will write your message. The cardboard center
increases the sturdiness. Sandwich the cardboard with the two pieces of posterboard and staple
the top and sides. Do not connect the bottom initially. Insert your cardboard tube inside of the
sandwich of cardboard and posterboard. Staple and glue.

Options

« Print enlarged words on standard copy paper and glue onto foam core, pasteboard or plain
cardboard assembling a message. If you want color, try printing letters in outline form and then
coloring them in later.

+ Use colored vinyl tape/duct tape to create letters and words.

« Use sheets for large signs. Cut slits in them to let the wind through.

« Have poster commercially printed as photos with text or on vinyl to be weatherproof.

Adapted from:

https://bedfordvademocrats.org/how-to-make-protest-signs
https://www.marketingsociety.com/the-gym/emergency-guide-writing-protest-signs
Created for IndivisbleTompkins by Jim Harper
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Sign Lettering

First rule: Size matters. You can see your sign, the person standing next to you can—but can the
TV cameras and the news photographers 100 feet back read it? If you next to a street, can a car
speeding by read it? Your message will reach more people if everyone can see it from a distance.

Make it simple and clear. Capitals are easier to read than lower case, bold is easier to read than
thin. SAN SERIF is easier to read than SERIF or Jc%f.

AAAA

Letter Height Chart
Letter Readable distance for | Readable distance for
height good impact best impact
3" 30’ 15
4" 40’ 20’
6" 60’ 30’
8" 80’ 40’
9” ‘90 45’
10" 100’ 50’
12" 120’ 60’
15" 150’ 75
18" 180’ 90’
24" 240’ 120’
30" 300’ 150
36" 360’ 180’
42" 420' 210’
48" 480’ 240’
54" 540’ 270
60" 600’ 300’




Content Ideas for Protest signs

The content of a protest sign is absolutely crucial. Not only should it have a concise message, but it also
needs to deliver the tone to passers-by. The content of just one protest sign can make the difference
between someone walking away in disgust, taking a picture to share on social media, or even joining in on
the protest. Be creative!

Here are a few ideas to get you thinking...
« Parody the form—Take an existing slogan and re-purpose it."We shall overcome’ becomes ‘We shall
overcomb’ ‘Your country needs you’ becomes ‘Your country needs EU’.’Hope’ becomes ‘Grope’. Or the age-old

protest chant becomes ‘What do we want? Evidence-based science. When do we want it? After peer review!

» Make it rhyme—Rhyme is a sneaky way to tie an allegation to a name. Margaret Thatcher reportedly hated
the ‘milk snatcher’label and Theresa May will be cursing the fact that her name rhymes with ‘appeaser.

+ Unleash puns—Puns have to be deployed with care, but the Women'’s March produced ‘Electile
dysfunction’and ‘My favourite position is CEO;, among many others. Going back to the miners’strike, it's hard
to beat’If Maggie gets up your nose, picket.

« Appropriate the enemy’s lines—You can quote the enemy’s language mockingly back at them -‘Sad!,
‘Bigly feminist!’ Or you can take an accusation, embrace it and retool it:'Damn right we're snowflakes. Winter
is coming!

« Swear—Sometimes it is the only way to break through, damn it.

« Reference pop culture—Can you make something new from a popular lyric or phrase?

« Play the age card—Have something shocking that someone “of your age” (young or old) wouldn't write.

« Push the form - infographic—Flowcharts, Ven diagrams, etc.

« Push the form - pure visual—Images without words.

+ Push the form - physical props—A placard doesn’t have to be a placard. Use props, you can even use
people as props.

+ Push the form - long copy—Now that signs are routinely captured on social media, everyone has the time
to read long copy.

« Play it straight—There’s nothing wrong with ‘Refugees welcome’and a lot right with it.

Adapted from:

https://bedfordvademocrats.org/how-to-make-protest-signs
https://www.marketingsociety.com/the-gym/emergency-guide-writing-protest-signs
Created for IndivisbleTompkins by Jim Harper



IDEAS

Generic

* Stronger Together

* Love Trumps Hate

* Care more, Consume less

* We Shall Overcome

* Resist!

* You have the right to remain silent but |
don't recommend it

* Democracy is not a spectator sport

*The only minority destroying American is
therich

* Standing for what is right is worth it

* Keep the press free

*If you aren't angry, you aren’t paying
attention

* So bad even the introverts are here

* Make America kind again

* Tolerance does not mean tolerating
intolerance

* Build kindness not walls

* Protest is Patriotic

* Respect existence or expect resistance.

*We won't give up, We won't give in

* We will not be silent

* 1 don’t want you to think like me, I just want
you to think

* Jesus was an undocumented migrant

* Businesses love educated workers

* Tariffs hurt farmers

* Farmers need migrant workers

*Tariffs cause inflation

*Variety is the spice of life/ value diversity

* Poverty drives migration/ foreign aid fights
poverty

* Diversity = Strength

* All PEOPLE are created equal

* Love your neighbor as yourself

* Government workers are our neighbors

* Support motherhood/subsidize childcare

Science

* Science Matters

* Stand Up For Science

* Make America Smart Again

* Science is a Way of Thinking

* Science is made of facts

* Science is not fiction

*The good thing about science is that its true
whether or not you believe in it

* Science is not a liberal conspiracy

* Science doesn’t go away just because you
vote against it

* Make American think again

* For effective policy, Try Science

* Facts do not cease to exist because they are
ignored

* Science not Silence

*The most violent element in society is
ignorance

*No Science, No Beer

* We want scientific data not alternative facts

* Peer reviewed science matters

* Facts matter

from: https://bedfordvademocrats.org/how-to-make-protest-signs

* Yes to Science, No to Alt facts
* Science Trumps Silence

Climate Change

* Deny Trump, Not Climate

* Denial is not a policy

* Climate Solutions = Jobs

*The earth needs thinks not deniers

*The earth doesn’t have 4 years

* Change the Politics not the Climate

*There is no Planet B

* Keep it in the ground

* Put a price on carbon

* Climate legislation now

* System Change, Not Climate Change

* Stop Climate Change (Stop Sign)

*The Climate is changing, why aren't we?

* Qur planet is worth more than oil company
profits

* We raced to the moon, lets race to clean
energy

* Which green do you see? (money or trees)

*The ocean is rising and so are we.

*There'’s no wealth on a dead planet

* Don't be Fossil Fuel-ish!

* Global Warming burns me up

* Climate Justice

* Jobs, Justice, Clean Energy

* Every Day is Earth Day

* No to Fossil Fuels, Yes to Clean Energy

* Climate Change is a health crisis

* Climate Action Now

Education

* If you think education is expensive try
ignorance

* Education cuts disable people with
handicaps

* Education cuts harm children

Environment

* Water is life/ protect clean water

* Don't crap where you eat! Protect our
natural environment

* Reduce Re-use Recycle

* Plastic is Forever

* Park Rangers are law officers

* National Parks promote mental health

Health

* Repeal without replace is premeditated
murder

* Medicare for all

* Don't take my health care

* Health Care is a Human Right

* Medicaid cuts hurt unborn children

* Medicaid cuts hurt pregnant mothers

* Medicaid cuts hurt families

* Medicaid cuts hurt rural hospitals

*Vaccines save lives

Still more...

*|s this what democracy looks like?

*No human is illegal.

* Protect Democracy

* Elon Musk is staging a coup

*The fox is in the henhouse

* Never again is now

* How do VA budget cuts help homeless
veterans?

*The ten steps to genocide

*You didn't vote for this, either.

* Make America Think Again

* If not fascism then why fascism shaped?

* Immigrants made America

* Local immigrant and transgender support
hotlines

*Trans women aren’t what you're afraid of in
bathrooms

* Save the constitution

* A Hamilton meme

*|CE Lies

*|CE = Gestapo

* How's the price of eggs now?

* We deserve better

* Taxation without representation

* Fascism has never been the “good guy”in
any story

* First they came for the LGBT, immigrants,
and disabled..... Will you speak out?

*This Cover Band Sucks

*This Sequel sucks

* Indigenous rights are human rights

*Trimming the fat? (List of important local
charities that are being cut like LSS choices
for domestic violence shelters or food
pantries and homeless shelters.)



